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15 ILverfcer lFci 
"hio Excellency, U Ihont, Acting £e- retory-Gei.erci cf the Unite." Notices 

"I choul:: like to refer solely to the following icctter: we neve giver, you -- 
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"We shculc". like tc repeat once nore that the installation cf these weapons was 
nothing ether than c:. act of legitime self -defers or. the part cf the Republic of 
Cuba against ihe aggressive policy which the United States hoc been pursuing against 
cur cemtry eir.ee the very triurph cf the Revolution. This 1: i not confer any right 
upon the Government of the Unite: 1 . States with respect tc Cuts, since all cur actions 
have teen effected within the frru.ework cf international la'./ and in exercise of the 
sovereign prerogatives of cui state. It was, however, the pretext \^ser". to perpetrate 
acts cf force which "brought the vcrlo. to the elge of war. The pretext has now dis- 
appeared. Nevertheless officials cf the Unite 1 States Government lee" are that they 
do not eons -nor themselves bound ay any promise,, among other reasons because Cuba 
has net pea..- nod the inspection of its te.ritcry. 

n The IVln-d States, resorting to the lew of force, is constantly violating our 
territc-ry tiirongh the use of air forces case! in various parts cf the Carihhcan enl 
en aircrcft carriers which it is employing against us. 

"Vie hove giver, -proof that we are realy for a worthy peace. V/e have put forward 
five points as guarantees, the ninirauoa which sny sovereign ruction can ask for. We 
have handed over the holy cf i^ajcr Anderson, who died while carrying cut an illegal 
flight over Cub-:-, soil. V/e have verned the Government cf the United States that it 
must stop these acts of violation of cur sovereignty en! st the sane time we have 
dene everythi..g possible tc prevent the occurrence cf any incidents in connection 
v/ith these acts, 

every ley the incursions of war piar.es ever cur territory rescue nore darning; 
military aircraft harass cur air "cases, nske low-level flights ever cur military 
defenses and photograph not only the dismantled strategic missile ins^aniatiens hut 
in "cot our entire territory, foot by foot an! inch by inch. 

r ihe capture cf the leaner of a group cf spies traine! by the CIA and directed 
ay it, hoie in Cuts, has shown us how the photographs taken by the spying planes serve 
for guidance in sabotage and in their operations and has also revealed, anang other 
things, a design tc cause chaos by provoking the deatns of hCO workers in cae of cur 

of cor ueopi.:. Ihe object has been not only to secure advantages for military and sub- 

(mcre) 
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"These are typically Hitlerite bethels fcr softening the resistance cf peoples. 

"Mr* .Acting Secretary-General, no severe!-::: state can allow its air space to be 
violate::: in this manner without feeling en imyeirueut of its dignity. If in addition 
this violation is perpetrated "by the reconnaissance aircraft of a:: enemy which openly 
threatens cur country, tolerating it neons, ncre than a lack of dignity, a shameful 
submission to the enemy. We cannot be ashed to accept ;his by -.-irtus of the discus - 
siens vhioh are taking place with regard to the crisis, fcr the in Verity of cur 
physical space -td the sovereignty of Cuca will never be negotiable. 

"We fcr our part have not failed to give ccretant wor::ings to the aggressors. 

"On 27 October, in the midst of the crisis, the Cuban Government declared that 
it would never acknowledge the vanfalic and piratical privilege of any war plane to 
violate cur cir space since this was essentially a threat to cur security and 
facilitated the conditions for a surprise attack. Cuba's right to resist such 
violations can never he renounced. 

"To lay again the . ugh this ccmmunicatic:. whieh we are sending you as S-.cretary- 

cf Cuba, by invading cuo air space, er:: :nly 1- so at the risk of being destroys- 1. 

''if the United States sincerely desires -- as we ourselves desir-, -- to take 

steps toward the solution of the present problems, it shcull begin cy respecting 
these elementary rights cf cur country. 

constitution of our Republic, by virtue of a law a looted by the 1-itel States Con- 
gress, and supported by an army cf occupation, The present actien of the Unite! 

-privileges. 
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"Ue are sounding the necessary' alarm for the defense c. world peace, we are 
defending the right of the small countries to "be' considered en a footing of ecuality, 
we are telling all the peoples of the earth that teicre the imperialist enemy ~here 
can he no weakening. The path of coin and stern vigilance, strc.r ;n the security 
of a response cemmeusurste with the magnitude cf the aggression, is the only way to 
the salvation cf peace, 

"Cur right to live is something vhm;h cannot he discussed ty anyone. 

1! But if our right to live is made conditions'! upon an ctligsticr. to fall to our 
knees, cur reply once again, is that ve will not accept it. 

n V>e ce': ie; - in the right to defend the liberty, the sovereignty and ^he 
dignity of this country, and we shall continue to exerci-e that right to the last 
nan, woman or ch.ld capable of holding a weapon in this territory. 

"May I reiterate to ycu the expression of my highest consideration. 


Fidel Castro 

Prime Minister cf the 

Revolutionary Government. 
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QTE PERMANENT MISSION OF CUBA' ,'- 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
'155 EAST 44TH STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

;NO. 514 

_>Y0UP EXCELLENCY, 

"UPON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF 
CUBA, I HAVE THE HONOUR TO TRANSMIT TO YOU THE FOLLOWING 

MESSAGE* 

"HIS EXCELLENCY 

U TKANT, ACTING SECRET ARY-SENERAL 0* THE UNITED NATIONS 

| YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

| THE CONCILIATORY ACTION WHICH YOU ARE CONDUCTING AS ACTING 
I SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THIS WORLD ORGANIZATION IS VERY 
t. CLOSELY LINKED WITH THE LATEST WORLD EVENTS CJNCERNIKS THE 
[CR ISIS IN THE, CARIBBEAN, ^_*i*~~*~— - 


«*$&€£££—— 


REPRODUCE FROM THIS CCPY IS 
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MECKEL 
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r THERE IS NO NEED, THEREFORE, TO DWELL UPON EACH AND EVERY 
[ONE OF THE EVENTS, CIRCUMST ANDES AND INCIDENTS WHICH HAVE 
[OCCURRED IN THESE WEEKS OF EXTREME TENSION. 

I SHOULD LIKE TO RE>ER SOLELY TO THE FOLLOWING MATTER: 
WE HAVE GIVEN YOU - AND WE HAVE ALSO GIVEN IT PUBLICLY AND 
J REPEATEDLY - CUR REFUSAL TO ALLOW UNILATERAL INSPECTION BY 
\ ANY BODY, NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL, ON CUBAN TERRITORY* 
! IN DOING SO WE HAVE EXERCISED THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF 
(EVERY SOVEREIGN NATION TO SETTLE ALL PROBLEMS WITHIN ITS 
[OWN TERRITORY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF ITS 
GOVERNMENT AND ITS PEOPLE, 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, CARRYING OUT ITS PROMISE TO MR. 
KENNEDY, HAS WITHDRAWN ITS STRATEGIC MISSILES, AN ACTION 
WHICH WAS VERIFIED BY UNITED STATES OFFICIALS ON THE HIGH 

;seas. 

WE SHOULD LIKE TO REPEAT ONCE MORE THAT THE INSTALLATION OF 
THESF WEAPONS WAS NOTHING OTHER THAN ACT OF LEGITIMATE 
SELF-DEFENCE ON THE PART OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA AdAlNST THE 
AGGRESSIVE POLICY WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN 
PURSUING AGAINST OUR COUNTRY SINCE THE VERY TRIUMPH OF THE 
REVOLUTION. THIS DID NOT CONFER ANY RIGHT UPON THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES WITH RESPECT TO CUBA, 
SINCE ALL OUR ACTIONS HAVE BEEN EFFECTED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 

rOF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND IN EXERCISE OF THE SOVEREIGN 
PREROGATIVES OF OUR STAT£. IT WAS, HOWEVER, THE PRETEXT 

*"U5FD TO PERPETRATE ACTS OF FORCE WHICH BROUGHT THE WORLD TO 
THE FDGE OF WAR. THE PRETEXT HAS NOW DISAPPEARED. 
NEVERTHELESS OFFICIALS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
> DECLARE THAT THEY DO NOT CONSIDER THEMSELVES BOUND BY ANY 
PROMISE, AM0N3 OTHER REASONS BECAUSE CUBA HAS NOT PtRMITTtD - 
THE INSPECTION OF ITS TERRITORY. 

THE UN T TED STATES, RES0KTIN6 TO THE LAW OF FORCE, IS 
CONSTANTLY VIOLATING OUR TERRITORY THROUGH THE USE OF AIR 
FORCES BASED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CARIBBEAN AND CN 
:A2SCRAT CARRIERS WHICH JT ,,15 EMPLeXISL,^AINST..US.- - 


^s&sssg- 
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IVE HAVE GIVEN PROOF THAT WE ARE READY FOR A WORTHY PEACE* 
[WE HAVE PUT FORWARD FIVE POINTS AS GUARANTEES, THE MINIMUM 
t WHICH ANY SOVEREIGN NATION CAN ASK FOR. WE HAVE HANDED OVER 
tTHF BODY OF MAJOR ANDERSON WHO DIED WHILE CARRYING OUT AN 
' ILLEGAL FLIGHT OVER CUBAN SOIL. WE HAVE WARNED THE 
(GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT IT MUST STOP THESE 
'ACTS OF VIOLATION OF OUR SOVEREIGNTY AFD AT THE SAME TIKE WE 
I HAVE DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO PREVENT THE OCCURRENCE OF 
iANY INCIDENTS IN CONNEXION WITH THESE ACTS. _ __ 

I WHAT HAVE WE OITTAINLD IN EXCHANGE? THE VIOLATIONS HAVE 
(INCREASED IN NUMBER; EVERY DAY THE INCURSIONS OF WAR PLANES 
r OVER OUR TERRITORY BECOME MORE ALARMING; MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
^HARASS OUR AIR BASES, MAKE LOW-LEVEL FLIGHTS OVER 
[OUR fULITARY DEFENCES AND PHOTOGRAPH NOT ONLY THE DISMANTLED 

STRATEGIC MISSILE INSTALLATIONS BUT IN FACT OUR ENTIRE 

TERRITORY, FOOT BY FOOT AND INCH BY INCH. 

THE CAPTURE OF THE LEADER OF A GROUP OF* SPIES TRAINED BY THE 
CIA AND DIRECTED BY IT, HERE IN CUBA, HAS SHOWN US HOW 
THE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY THE SPYING PLANES SERVE FOR GUIDANCE 
IN SABOTAGE AND IN THEIR OPERATIONS AND HAS ALSO REVEALED 
#50NGST OTHER THINGS, A DESIRE TO CAUSE CHAOS BY PROVOKING THE 
DEATHS OF 400 WORKERS IN ONE OF OUR INDUSTRIES. 

[THIS IMPAIRS IN ITS ESSENCE THE SECURITY OF OUR NATION AND 
[OUTRAGES THE DIGNITY OF OUR PEOPLE. THE OBJECT HAS BEEN _. 
•NOT ONLY TO SECURE ADVANTAGES FOR MILITARY AND SUBVERSIVE" 
^PURPOSES THROUGH INFORMATION AND DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF OUR 
INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS AND DEFENCE ARRANGEMENTS, BUT ALSO 
'IN ADDITION TO HUMILIATE AND DEMORALIZE THE CUBAN .PEOPLE. 

THESE ARE TYPICALLY HITLERITE METHODS FOR SOFTENING THE 
RESISTANCE OF PEOPLES. 

MR- ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL, NO SOVEREIGN STATE ' AN ALLOW ITS 
AIR SPACF TO BE VIOLATED IN THIS f^NNER WITHOUT FEELING 
!*W IKPAlRMEf'T OF ITS DIGNITY. IF IN ADDITION THIS VIOLATION 
IIS PERPETRATED BV THE RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT OF AN ENEMY 
W^ICH OPENLY THREATENS OUR COUNTRY, TOLERATING IT MEANS, 
^MORE THAN * LACK OF DIGNITY, A SHAMEFUL SUBMISSION TO THE 
\ ENEMY. WE CANNOT BE ASKED TO ACCEPT THIS BY VIRTUE OF THE 
'DISCUSSIONS VKICH ARE TAKING PLACE WITH REGARD TO THE CRISIS, 
IFOR irZ INTEGRITY OF OUR PHYSICAL SPACE AND THE SOVEREIGNTY 
[®L^£jMJkJ^SB~ BEJjg SOT I ABLE . ___-^-~ „—— -- — 
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WE FOR OUR PART HAVE NOT FAILED TO GIVE CONSTANT WARNINGS TO 
; THE AGGRESSORS. 

ON 27 OCTOBER, IN THE MIDST OF THE CRISIS, THE CUBAN 
j GOVERNMENT DECLARED THAT IT WOULD NEVER ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
iVANDALIC AND PIRATICAL PRIVILEGE OF ANY WAR PLANE TO 
VIOLATE OUR AIR SPACE SINCE THIS WAS ESSENTIALLY A THREAT 
TO OUR SECURITY AND FACILITATED THE CONDITIONS FOR A 
i SURPRISE ATTACK. CUBA'S RIGHT TO RESIST SUCH VIOLATIONS 
•CAN NEVER BE RENOUNCEDo 

iTODAY AGAIN THROUGH THIS COMMUNICATION WHICH WE ARE SENDING 
[YOU AS SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS WE WISH TO 
'GIVE WARNING THAT TO THE EXTENT OF THE FIRE POWER OF 
10UR ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAPONS, ANY WAR PLANE WHICH VIOLATES 
iTHE SOVEREIGNTY OF CUBA, BY INVADING OUR AIR SPACE, CAN 
[ONLY DO SO AT THE RISK OF BEING DESTROYED. 

iIF THE UNITED STATES SINCERELY DESIRES - AS WE OURSELVES 
DESIRE - TO TAKE STEPS TOWARDS THE SOLUTION OF THE PRESENT 
PROBLEMS, IT SHOULD BEGIN BY RESPECTING THESE ELEMENTARY 
{RIGHTS OF OUR COUNTRY. 

^N THE HISTORY OF OUR REPUBLIC, THE UNITED STATES HAS MORE 
THAN ONCE INTERVENED IN OUR DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, WITH THE USE . 
!0F FORCE. IT SECURED THIS RIGHT IN THE FIRST CONSTITUTION 
[OF OUR REPUBLIC, BY VIRTUE OF A LAW ADOPTED BY THE UNITED 
ITATES CONGRESS, AND SUPPORTED BY AH ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
!THE PREf^NT ACTION OF THE UNITED STATES IS DESIGNED TO 
[REINSTATE, IN FACT, THESE MILITARISTIC AND IMPERIALIST 

(PRIVILEGES. 

t 

[THE nNG HISTORY OF STRUGGLE OF OUR COUNTRY. CULMINATING 
f IN FULL SOVEREIGNTY AND NATIONAL DIGNITY AFTER A CENTURY - 
IlONG FIGHT WRITTEN IN BLOOD AND HEROISM, CANNOTE BE REVERSED, 
f A POWERFUL MILITARY FORCE COULD ANNIHILATE US BUT IT COULD 
i NEVER MA^E US YiILD AND WE SHOULD FIRS. DEMAND A VERY 
sMSH PRICE OF THE PIRATES WHO DARED TO IiJVA^E THE SOIL OF THE 
^ CUBAN FATHERLAND. AND EVEN IF WE SHOULD DIE OUR BANNER WOULD 
I FLY VICTORIOUSLY BECAUSE WE ARE DEFENDING SOMETHING EVEN 
IMP? SACRED THAN OUR RIGHT AS A SOVEREIGN NATION IN THE 
L^iiS^t^LJ^l-^-^IPNS.OF. THE EARTHS 
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I WE ARE SOUNDING THE NECESSARY ALARM FOR THE DEFENSE OF VORLD \ 

) PEACE, WE ARE DEFENDING THE RIGHT OF THE SMALL COUNTRIES TO I 

J. BE CONSIDERED ON" A FOOTING OF EQUALITY, VE ARE TELLING ALL j 

i'THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH THAT BEFORE THE IMPERIALIST ENEMY i 
'THERE CAN BE NO WEAKENING. THE PATH OF CALft AND STERN VIGILANCE,] 

■STRONG IN THE SECURITY OF A RESPONSE COMMENSURATE WITH THE j 

MAGNITUDE OF THE AGGRESSION, IS THE ONLY WAY TC THE SALVATION ; 

OF PEACE, i 

^OUR RIGHT TO LIVE IS SOMETHING WHICH CANNOT BE DISCUSSED I 
[BY ANYONE... . j 

}BUT IF OUR RIGHT TO LIVE IS MADE CONDITIONAL UPON AN \ 

(OBLIGATION TO FALL TO OUR KNEES, OUR REPLY ONCE AGAIN IS THAT 
[WE WILL NOT ACCEPT IT. 

f WE BELIEVE IN THE RIGHT TO DEFEND THE LIBERTY* THE SOVEREIGNTY : 
(AND THE DIGNITY OF THIS COUNTRY, AND WE SHALL CONTINUE TO 

iDCERCISE THAT RIGHT TO THE LAST MAN, WOMAN OR CHILD CAPABLE J 

| OF HOLDING ft. WEAPON IN THIS TERRITORY. : 

MAY I REITERATE TO YOU T«E EXPRESSION OF MY HIGHEST CON- 
SIDERATION, , 

[FIDEL CASTRO ' 

[PRIME MINISTER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT" 

j . i 

?MAY I REITERATE TO YOUR EXCELLENCY THE ASSURANCE OF MY HIGHEST < 
(CONSIDERATION* . j 

['(SIGNED) CARLOS M. LECHUGA ! 

J' AMBASSADOR, ■ ] 

(PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA } 

STEVENSON 


DPB 

Note: Relayed White House 11/15/62/8:13 p.m. . 


